Fungal growth within a silicone tissue expander: case report.
Fungal contamination of tissue expanders has not previously been reported. There are, however, reports of fungi in association with inflatable breast prostheses. Colonisation of a tissue expander with Aspergillus niger resulting in mechanical obstruction of the device is described. The possible modes of inoculation and survival of the organism within the expander envelope were studied including an investigation of the permeability to gases of the silicone expander envelope. Recommendations are made about prevention of this complication.